The Bowen-Conradi syndrome is a severe genetic condition characterized by intrauterine growth retardation, failure to thrive, microcephaly, rocker-bottom feet and early death. It was first reported in the literature by Bowen and Conradi (1979) when they described two affected infants. Hunter et al. (1979) expanded on this condition with their report on six new cases, all of Hutterite descent. The recent report by Gupta and Phadke in the April 2001 issue of Clinical Dysmorphology lays claim to the first non-Hutterite case of Bowen-Conradi syndrome. I challenge this claim. In the article by Le Marec et al. (1981) , the authors describe 13 cases of an autosomal recessive phenocopy of trisomy 18 subsequently identified as Bowen-Conradi syndrome. This article is cited as a reference in the entry for Bowen-Conradi syndrome in the London Dysmorphology Database Version 2.2 (2000) . At least case 13 described by Le Marec et al. (1981) has a non-Hutterite ethnicity (Turkish) which would negate Gupta and Phadke's claim. Ironically, Gupta and Phadke (2001) cite the London Dysmorphology Database as one of their references, albeit the 1996 edition. Gupta and Phadke (2001) however rightly make the point that the Bowen-Conradi syndrome may have been overlooked in non-Hutterite populations and should be included in the differential diagnosis in any infant with features compatible with this diagnosis, regardless of ethnicity.
